iQuestions Faculty, Joe White

Question:

What are some ideas for developing a happy home?

Answer:

There were times when my home wasndot so joyf
Wrestling could have filmed by house some days. | always wanted a

joyful home. I always wanted a happy home. And you know what? By
the grace of God, we did have a lot of happy times in our home, just

|l i ke youdbre having in your home.

But if therebds one slogan, one focal point i
the joy of ahomed whet her it & s esdor gréat tnoes inat i m

home. It comes out of Jesusd6 greatest words.

the figreatest commandment . 0O

In the last week of His life, as He was being questioned in the temple,

the attorneys of the day came up,what Hi m, and
is the greatest commandment?0 He quickly sai
your God with all your heart, and to | ove yo

ts camps that |
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God First, Ot hers Second, and | 6m Third.

You know what? Kids love the motto. They wear these little things
around their necks. In fact, the highest award we give at our camp is



the Al 6m Thirdo awhairsdn 6dRhanthe highdst awagrd
would be to the most humble child in the camp, the one who loves to
serve his friends.

It started with us in our home, when we memorized scripture together.
We started when our kids were three years old, and it was the best

thing that we ever did in our home. Wedd st a
3:16, web6d start memorizing the 23rd Psal m,
in the Book of Philippians. Inchapter20 youbdve read the passage
many timesd i t says, fiHave this attitude in yours
Christ Jesus. 0 (Philippians 2:5)

So, our kids memorized the verse, and 10l 1 n

morning, they were squabbling over who was going to sit by Mommy,
or who was going to have the pretty cereal bowld | forget what it

wasdand | simply said, fAHey, what was that Bi
memorized | ast night?0o0
I 61 1 never forget my I|little boy saying, nHav

whichwas alsoinChr i st Jesus. 0

| said, fAWhat kind of attitude are you havin
He said, dAaWell, |l 6m having a selfish attitud
And | said, AWhat do you need to do?0o0

He said, Al need to change my attitude and s

or with my sister. o

In a more sophisticated way, in junior high and high school, it gets
into learning how to share your clothing or share the car keys.
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The Al d&m Thirdo at tdiputtrgesod first inleeerybhingye
putting the other person second in everythingd is the most important

thing to teach kids, but itdés the most diffi
And, parents, i1todés got to start with you. |If
Al &m Thirdd home, then the responsibility fa

leader of the home isd Mom, Dad, both of us as a coupled has got to
lead first in serving.

|l f there are dirty dishes in the sink, thato
job, then my boys are going to enjoy doing that job. When | love

serving my wife, when | love serving my kids, then my Kkids are going

to love to serve each other. You know, my kids are just a little mirror

of what they see in their daddy and they see in their mom.

The fAGod Firsto part of the Al dm Thirdo i s w
truly not just obey God but to love God. Again, moms and dads, that
comes out of our heart. | f Godlétertdé/one,d, t
if ités a treat to get into the Word, if
and sharing something about my quiet times, then my kids are going

to begin to catch the excitement that I have about my times with the

Lord.

As you allow the Spirit of God to work through you in putting God first,

putting the other person second, and putting yourself third, the kids

are going to catch it. | f canhep cudlkddsone t hing
catch that will help them be happy kids, help them be successful kids,

and help joy prevail in our homead if all of us will stay committeddo i t 6 s

the Al &m Thirdo way to I|ive.

In fact, on our mantle, we have a plaque in walnut that justsays, Al 6 m

Thi ddompl est plaque in the world. Jesus saidd
greatest, be the servant of all .o Thatés the

the privilege of being a mom.
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