iQuestions Faculty, Dr. John Trent

Question:

I'm sure my kids know that | love them. Why do | get flack for not
telling them all the time?

Answer:
AYou dondt have to tell your kids you | ove t
Is that really accurate?

I can tell you from personal example how wrong that is. We need to
say it.

Let me give you that example. My dad left when I was two and a half
months old. I never met him until I was in high school.

I 61 1 be honest with you: | realbbegamaaed t o ha
Christian, and | just intensely disliked him. But | was finally able to
build a relationship with him.

I wi || never forget when he had his first he
sound like an old Marine? My dad was an old third Marine division guy,
and he has a heart attack and tries to drive himself to the hospital.

He doesndédt make it. He ends up sl umped up 1in
they get him to the hospital.

Hedéds got my card in his wallet and so | get
your dad? He6s here at Saint Lukebés hospital .o



We go running down there. | get my older brother on the phone,

miraculously. I will never forget, as long as | live, walking up to that

nurseb6s station and having that nurse say to
to see you, boys . 0

Usually, you donodot meet t héevenusanglgon ahead of
membersd when t heydre doing emergency surgery.
for us and says, Al 6m getting ready to do th

the best thing. -Rootérdor hisdeter a eRo Do

But my dad was a chain-smoker. He was an alcoholic. He had gotten

mal aria in a field hospital in the war. The
so bad, wedére going to |l ose him on the table
minutes to go say goodbye to your dad.o

I will never forget walking into the room, thinking that would be the

last five minutes on earth with my dad. | remember patting him on his

|l eg and | | ooked him right in the eye. HABrig
glad, 06 it says in therighteblupemyegesd | tried to
| said to him, fADad, we | ove you and wedre p

be right here for you. o

I 61 1 never forget my dad | ooking up at Joe a
saying, fAWell boys, I guess | ought O say s
| 6m tihnignk AAbsol utely. | 6ve waited all my | i
positive, and now here it is.o

And we wait. And we wait. And we wait. About two or three minutes
go by, and this nurse comes through and pushes my dad through that
metal door. | can see him laying on that gurney.
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But guess what, | never once heard words that attached high value or
that said fiyoudre special, o or whatever.

You know what that does tirothebldnk questibont 6 s | i ke
where they really dondét knowdoOwkat hbaogptutain

thousand times that my dad would probably have put something in
that blank, but he never did.

So if youdre thinking, Al dondét need to say

You need to say it, every day.
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