iQuestions Faculty, Dr. John Trent

Question:

How can | help my child who's struggling to really believe he has a
special future?

Answer:

It is so challenging for so many kids in the environment that they live
in. It can be vicious sometimes. It is so challenging for a kid to really

believe that theyodore valuabl e.

One of the great things we get to do if weobr
those kids to know Ayou can do something spe
the future. o

Let me give you a quick example.

I grew up in a home with a twin brother and an older brother. They
were both really smart, but my twin brother
fraternal; | can brag on him.

He graduated summacumlaude i n col |l ege. I grhaw-uat ed ALO
come. 0 Heds | udgmMD/PhHDiked &f perdoh.i a n

Back in high school, | can remember when we turned in our senior

term papers. Remember when you were in high school and you did the

big term paper? Jeff, my twin brother, gets
al |l he ever got, was AO0s.

What did | get? | got a D, as in dog.



|l thought | had done a really good job, | ha
before, but | had written it all out, and | had run out of typewriter

ribbon. (1 6dm really old. A typewriter, in ca
like a word processor.) | had run out of typewriter ribbon and so |

hand-wr ot e the | ast few pages. I didndot do foo
the back page that had the footnote part. OBb

detail person.

But I thought | had done a great job. Did you ever see the movie A
Christmas Story 0 where the little boy thinks he® done a great job on a
paper and everybody carries him around the room?

That s what | thought. Il thought-1 did great
written. And thenl getaDont his. Of course, Jeffds gott

I will never forget my mom sitting at that kitchen table and saying
ALook at me. o0 So | | ifted up my eyes. She kn
really good eye-contact when a kid is not feeling good about himself.

She goeosu, ditindt do the footnotes. Why di dno:
go get typewriter ribbon?d6 and | kind of dro
said, ALook at me. You do such a good job of
be surprised if you grew up and used words some day to help other

peopl e. o

What a shock that |1 0m sitting here, getting
about some words that | hope encourages you, and about the way we
can speak in our kidsodé6 lives and help them r

special future.

The r eason todontisabedaese | had a mom that saw

something in me that she was able to sayd even though it was a D

paper and none of my teachers were telling me | had a special futured
but I 6m thankf ul I had a mom that did.
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Be that kind of person to others, and to your Kkids if you have them.
Hel p them realize that, whatever Godoés put
have a special future.
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